Managing catheter dysfunction for better patient outcomes: a team approach.
Vascular access is the leading cause of morbidity in the hemodialysis patient population. Arteriovenous fistulas (AVFs) have the lowest complication rate while catheters have the highest. Though significant effort is being made to increase the number of AVFs and lower the number of catheters, annual data show that the number of catheters is increasing. To improve vascular access-related patient outcomes, catheter dysfunction needs to be managed by a vascular access team using the CQI process that begins with a comprehensive algorithm for treatment.